
 
 

 
Stena Surprise officially joins the Swedish registry 
 
Reflagging of vessel took place in Nynäshamn, Sweden, on the 11th of December 
 
 
12th December 2025, Nynäshamn, Sweden – Leading tanker shipping company Stena Bulk has today 
announced that it has officially reflagged its Suezmax tanker Stena Surprise under the Swedish flag, marking a 
significant milestone for Swedish shipping. A ceremony was held on board the vessel in Nynäshamn, Sweden. 
Andreas Carlson, Minister for Infrastructure and Housing, attended to witness the hoisting of the Swedish flag. 
 
Built in 2012, Stena Surprise is the latest Suezmax tanker to join the Swedish Shipping Register, following Stena 
Sunrise and Stena Suede in flying the Swedish colours. The latest transfer is part of an ongoing strategic 
initiative to reflag some of Stena Bulk’s vessels in Sweden. 
 
Choosing to flag the vessels in Sweden highlights the strategic importance of improving the country’s global 
shipping footprint, reinforces the nation’s standing in international maritime trade, and supports a competitive and 
sustainable Swedish fleet. 
 
Based on available records and internal knowledge, these Suezmax-class vessels are the first of their type to be 
flagged in Sweden and among only a handful of large crude carriers ever to do so. 
 
Erik Hånell, President and CEO of Stena Bulk, said: "The reflagging of Stena Surprise is a proud moment for 
Stena Bulk, and it is a particular honour to have been able to do this in a Swedish port. 
 
“This initiative is a testament to the close collaboration we have with the Swedish authorities and ship registry. 
Welcoming this vessel under our national flag reinforces our commitment to strengthening Sweden’s maritime 
presence." 
 
 
For further enquiries, please contact:  
 
Erik Hånell 
President & CEO, Stena Bulk 
erik.hanell@stenabulk.com 
 
About Stena Bulk: With offices in seven countries, Stena Bulk is one of the world’s leading tanker shipping 
companies. The company controls a combined fleet of around 60 vessels. Stena Bulk is part of the Stena 
Sphere, which has more than 19,000 employees and sales of SEK 57 billion. www.stenabulk.com 


